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Magdalene, which, when contrasted with the Venus of
Greek sculpture, represents in a very palpable manner the
change which Christ has wrought in the moral feelings of
mankind with respect to women. May we then lay it down
as one of the duties of positive morality to attempt tho
restoration to virtue of the criminal and outcast classes P
The Christian Church has certainly always reckoned
this among its duties; nevertheless there exists at the
present day among practical men a strong repugnance to
all schemes of the kind, a repugnance founded on observ-
ation and experience, and therefore not likely to be wholly
unreasonable. It will be well worth while to state the
world's case against the Christian doctrine of repentance.
In the first place, the world will admit what has been
said concerning the imperfection of the legal system. It
is impossible to deny that the habit of regarding criminals
with unmixed hatred is a pernicious one. Law taken by
itself benefits the good, and so far is most useful; but at
the same time it makes the wavering bad and the bad
worse, and vice hereditary, and so far it does frightful
mischief. Mercy therefore must be called in to temper
justice, and here Christianity is right. In the treatment of
the criniinal we must consider his interest as well as the
interest of the injured party. We must anxiously study
the best means of moderating punishment so as to leave
the criminal a hope of recovering the public esteem, the
best means of inflicting a disgrace which shall not be
indelible. This is a just principle, and Christ's protest
against the pitiless rigour which the Jews exorcised
against the publicans and sinners way right and memor-
able. If we follow the example he set we may save many
who under the legal system are lost inevitably. We may

